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Inside Highlights 

BCMH Picnic/Fair 

BCMHôs community-wide annual picnic and fair 
Aug. 15 drew a great turnout.  The Volotin So-
cial Hall provided shelter from a record heat 
wave as fair-goers enjoyed barbecue and the 
opportunity to examine the wares at 11 vendor 
tables lining the walls.  Outside, children en-
joyed giant, inflatable carnival attractions, in-
cluding a towering slide.  Shown here, Joshua 
and Rebecca Benezra - children of David & 
Sigrid Benezra  - emerge from a large maze.  
Youngsters also played tug-of-war and egg-
toss. See more fair photos on pages 8 and 9. 

Photo: Meryl Alcabez Photography 
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Presidentôs Message  

A little taste of history:  

Ɂ#ÌÈÙɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ!ÐÒÜÙɯ"ÏÖÓÐÔȯɯ3ÏÌɯàÌÈÙɯÐÚɯËÙÈÞÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÈɯÊÓÖÚÌȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯ

time to take an inventory of ourselves. Our accomplishments for the 

year have not been too great, but we have made some progress, regard-

less of what some may think and say. The administration has been very 

liberal. No dictatorial methods were used. We hope to continue with a 

democratic form of government in our congregation. We will not give 

way to tyranny and reactionaryism, to political overseers and opportun-

ists. Freedom of speech, freedom of thought and action will rule and the 

truth will prevail.  

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ×ÐÖÕÌÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÚÈÊÙÐÍÐÊÌËɯÔÜÊÏȭɯ+ÌÛɯÜÚɯÒÌÌ×ɯÛÏÌɯ

sacred heritage which is dear to our hearts. 

Ɂ,ÈàɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞɯàÌÈÙɯÉÙÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯÈÕËɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÌÚɯÎÖÖËɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÈÕËɯ

happiness. May you be inscribed in the Book of Life." 

These words were written on the cover page of our Synagogue Trib-

une in September, 1947 by then-President Reuben Steinberg. Great Stuff! 

You don't think I'd say anything like that do you?  

Back to real time, I would like to say that this has been a good year. 

Many members have given generously of themselves and we have 

gained over 20 new families and our budget is in balance. We have won-

derful plans as we enter our 120th year and have recently contracted for 

a new Sefer Torah to be written and presented in the Spring and we 

hope to begin the project of building a new youth facility on the site of 

Yavneh.  (See the youth column in the previous Synagogue Tribune.)   I hope 

that everyone has a blessed and meaningful holiday season and that we 

can all celebrate this year together in good health. 

- Larry Russak 

Rav Meir Goldwicht set  
as visiting scholar  

BCMH will welcome Rav Meir Goldwicht  over 

Shabbos Chayei Sarah, October 30-31.  Rav Gold-

wicht is  a prominent Israeli scholar, educator, and 

Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva University's Mazer 

School of Talmudic Studies. He is especially well 

known for his  passionate love of Tanach and his 

warm and engaging style of teaching.  

He received semicha from the renowned rabbinic 

authorities Rabbi Zalman Nehemia Goldberg in 

1980, HaRav HaGaon Betzallel Zolti zt"l, chief 

Rabbi of Jerusalem, and Rabbi Ovidyah Yosef, HaRav Rashi of Israel. 

Rav Goldwicht has been at Ramat Yeshiva Kerem B'Yavneh, and has 

given shiurim all over the world.  
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One of the greatest challenges in preparing for 

Rosh Hashanah, The Ten Days of Teshuva and Yom 

Kippur is to feel the sense of urgency to change and to 

improve ourselves. We are complacent and comfort-

able. We do not seem to realize that our lives, our 

families and everything that we hold dear hang in the 

balance.   

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai, one of the great sages 

of the Mishna, sensed the fear of being judged: 

Ɂ6ÏÌÕɯ1ÈÉÉÈÕɯ)ÖÏÈÕÈÕɯÉÌÕɯ9ÈÒÒÈÐɯÍÌÓÓɯÐÓÓȮɯÏÐÚɯ

disciples went in to visit him. When he saw them he 

began to weep. His disciples said to him: Lamp of 

Israel, pillar of the right hand, mighty hammer! Why 

do you weep? He replied: If I were being taken today 

before a human king who is here today and tomor-

row in the grave, whose anger if he is angry with me 

does not last forever, who if he imprisons me does 

not imprison me forever and who if he puts me to 

death does not put me to everlasting death, and 

whom I can persuade with words and bribe with 

money, even so I would weep. Now that I am being 

taken before the supreme King of Kings, the Holy 

One, blessed be He, who lives and endures forever 

and ever, whose anger, if He is angry with me, is an 

everlasting anger, who if He imprisons me imprisons 

me forever, who if He puts me to death puts me to 

death forever, and whom I cannot persuade with 

words or bribe with money ɭ nay more, when there 

are two ways before me, one leading to Paradise and 

the other to Gehinom, and I do not know by which I 

ÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÛÈÒÌÕȮɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ(ɯÕÖÛɯÞÌÌ×ȳɂɯȹ!ÌÙÈÊÏÖÚɯƖƜÉȺȭ 

1ÈÔÉÈÔɯÞÙÐÛÌÚȰɯɁ)ÜÚÛɯÈÚɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÔÌÙÐÛÚɯÈÕËɯ

sins are weighed after death, so, too, they are weighed 

ÖÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯ1ÖÚÏɯ'ÈÚÏÈÕÈÏȭɂɯȹ'ÐÓÊÏÖÚɯ3ÌÚÏÜÝÈɯƗȯƗȺȭɯ8ÌÛȮɯ

we do not have the sense of trepidation and urgency 

that would seem warranted under the circumstances. 

I would like to share two approaches that have been 

advanced to explain this phenomenon.  

Rav Ahron Kotler suggests that Hashem created 

human nature in this manner intentionally. If we 

could easily feel the trepidation of Divine judgment 

and its consequences, that would mitigate free will 

and choice in making decisions. It is, therefore, a chal-

lenge to sense this, and we must work very hard to 

attain this awareness. The days of Elul and the Ten 

Days of Teshuva are a time in which we have special 

Divine assistance to develop this sensitivity if we fo-

cus our energy and efforts to achieve this. 

Rav Eliyahu Dessler offers another important in-

sight. He suggests that most people despair of the 

possibility to truly change and improve. We subcon-

sciously insulate ourselves by diverting our attention 

from what is happening. We ignore the judgment of 

these days and shield ourselves from the anxiety of 

failure by removing this from our minds. Hence we 

remain blissfully complacent. The days of Elul and the 

Ten days of Teshuva are a time in which we have spe-

cial Divine assistance to improve ourselves and 

change if only we truly make the effort.  

Let us seize the opportunity and make the most of 

this extraordinary period. If we try, with the help of 

Hashem we can surely succeed. Our lives will be 

richer and more meaningful as a result. 

Rivy joins me in wishing you and your families a 

ÒÌÚÐÝÈɯÝɀÊÏÈÚÐÔÈɯÛÖÝÈȭɯ 

-Moshe Kletenik 

The Synagogue Tribune 

is published by Bikur Cholim-Machzikay Hadath Con-
gregation for the benefit and education of its mem-
bership. Nonmembers may subscribe by sending an 
$18 donation annually to cover publication and mail-
ing costs.  
     To submit items other than advertising for publica-
tion: Please email the acting editor, Larry Altose, at 
ldaltose@netzero.com.   
      Advertising: Please contact the shul office. Ads 
are subject to review prior to approval for publication.  
     BCMH also provides a weekly email newsletter.  
Please contact the shul office for subscription and 
submission information.  

From the Rabbiôs Desk: 

Day of Judgment 
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Program Directorôs Report 
Hi everyone!   It's official.   Summer is over.  All of 

the fantastic BCMH camps have ended (thank you 

Heather Jacobson!), the BCMH Barbecue and Fair has 

come and gone (I'll get to that in a second...), school 

has started and Rosh Hashana is this 

close.  Sigh.  There were so many other wonderful 

events that took place the past few months, i.e. the 

BCMH Annual Dinner and  the Seattle Jewish commu-

nity's introduction  to Sharsheret.  And now it's time to 

make way for plans for the High Holidays and the 

Fall!   

 I have so many people to thank for the afore-

mentioned events but the main person is Chaim 

Goldgrab .  As our Dinner Chairperson, Fundraising 

Chairperson and ɁÎÖɯÛÖɂɯÎÜàɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÍÖÖË-

related, he is probably the person I work closest 

with.   He is someone you should not only go up to 

ÈÕËɯÚÈàȮɯɁÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɂɯÛÖȮ but get to know.   He's good 

people.   

I could not do all that I do without the support of 

our president, Larry Russak, the executive committee, 

the board and Rabbi Kletenik .  I also have had the 

pleasure of working closely with Kathy Brockman , 

BCMH Kitchen Chairperson, and, put simply, she 

rocks!  Besides the superheroes I just mentioned, here 

is a list of people from the barbecue that I must also 

thank for their efforts:  

Ari Hoffman, Ari Polsky, Josh Wilner, Rena 

Berger, Nechama Michaelsen, Marilyn Leibert, Maia 

Goldgrab, Heather Jacobson, Joey Greene, Francine 

Birk, Binny Greene, Rena Greene, Sara Greene, 

Rena Genauer, Zak Shayne, Sarah Varon,  Josh 

Gladstein, Eli Almo, Judah Almo, Alex Birk, Elaina 

Korn, Meryl Alcabes, Shelly Russak, Dee Wilson, 

Roland Kipstuhl, Albert Maimon, Caleb Angel, 

Shawn Sobel, Shuey Strassman, Talya Runge, and if 

there is anyone I didn't mention, please forgive 

me.  Everyone who pitched in deserves a round of ap-

plause!  (Please see the photo album on pages 8-9.) 

 With the holidays comes our Annual Sukkah 

Hop on the first day of Succos, Thursday, September 

23.  And the Scotch Tasting will happen this fall!   I'm 

hoping to have it take place in October after the crazi-

ness of September.  The Chanukah Dinner , Scholar-

in -Residence Shabbos and so much more will be 

coming your way.  See or hear the weekly announce-

ments for details on our events and activities. 

 Joey, Binyomin, Rena, Sara and I wish you all a 

happy and healthy New Year.   See ya in shul!    

-Julie Greene 

The 1993 BCMH Annual Dinner 
honored Chazzan Chaim Gottlieb 
zòtl, beloved cantor at the shul 
since 1956. Shown from left: For-
mer BCMH President Ben 
Genauer zòtl, Mel Genauer, Rabbi 
Sholom Rivkin, Rav of BCMH 
from1959 to 1970, the Chazzan's 
sons, Ephraim and Moshe 
Gottlieb, and Chazzan Gottlieb. 

A Pictureôs Worth 

Snapshots from years past 
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By Jerry Barrish 

 

Summer is the time for things growing and changing, 

and this summer on Capitol Hill has been no exception.  

6ÌɀÝÌɯɯÈËËÌËɯÕÌÞɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȮɯÚÌÌÕɯÚÖÔÌɯÓÖÕÎ-time mem-

bers move on to new adventures in life, and have had many 

of our stalwarts go on vacation or have commitments that 

took them away from us during these past months.  

Rabbi Ben Aaronson , our scholar-in-residence, spent 

three weeks as the educational director of Sephardic Ad-

venture Camp, while his parents, Barry and Susan Aaron-

son, vacationed in Eretz Israel during June of some of July.  

Our gabbai, David Kogut , 

began his studies at Yeshiva 

University.  Over the next 

two summers, David will be 

ÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÈɯ,ÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯ#ÌÎÙÌÌɯÐÕɯ

Jewish education.  Ken Kre-

men, another of our stal-

warts, vacationed in Italy 

and in London.  

Even with these long-

time members away from 

us, the minyan carried on.  

We were rewarded with 

visitors from many parts of 

the United States and from 

places around the world.  

Some were in Seattle for 

conferences; others joined 

us before setting off on 

cruises to Alaska, while still 

others came to enjoy the 

beauty of the Seattle summer. 

We were treated to having Rabbi Derman  from Brook-

ÓàÕȮɯÞÏÖɯÎÈÝÌɯÜÚɯÈɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɯ#ɀÝÈÙɯ3ÖÙÈÏɯÍÖÙɯ/ÈÙÈÚÏÈÚɯ/ÐÕɪ

chas.  That same week, we also welcomed the Kinderlehrer 

family  from Queens.  The Shabbos of Parashas Devarim 

saw the minyan joined by several visitors from the East 

coast, the Ritberg family  from New York, Alan Fell , also a 

New Yorker, and the Litt family  from Newton, Massachu-

setts.  Most of them were here preparing to cruise to 

Alaska. 

The following week, there was a conference of the 

American Podiatrist Association.  This gave us the opportu-

nity to welcome Dr. Matt and Sylvia Berger  from East 

Brunswick, New Jersey, and Dr. Elliot Udell  from Long 

Island to our minyan.  In addition, we were joined by Dr. 

Adam Newman , who was attending a workshop at Har-

borview Hospital before returning to London.  Also , Gary 

and Lana Sternberg  were here from Chicago to visit their 

son, Josh, and daughter-in-law Danielle Reiss and, of 

course, grandson Eytan.  Most recently, as of this writing, 

we were joined by Ronen Benjamin  from Israel, Josh Klug-

man ,visiting from Los Angeles, Robert Desmond  and 

family  from San Diego (including their four children one of 

whom, Eli , showed great promise as a potential Chazzan), 

Dr. Daniel Abadi  from Yale in New Haven, Connecticut, 

who was attending a computer science conference, and 

Moises and Susana Israel 

who, with their daughter 

Noa, were visiting from Ma-

drid, Spain.  This is far from 

an exhaustive list of our 

summer visitors, but it will 

serve to illustrate the num-

bers of people we have had 

the delight to host.  

What made it even more 

special were the delightful 

Kiddush tables arranged by 

DeAnna Polin , our Kiddush 

coordinator.  We have 

added a few new items to 

our kitchen, including a mi-

crowave oven and a steamer 

that we used for our very 

first hot dog Kiddush 

(sponsored by DeAnna and 

her husband, Dr. Peter 

Hertz ).  DeAnna came in every Friday afternoon to get all 

the food arranged and the water boiling (or steaming).  She 

has really given yeoman service to the minyan since she 

took on this task in June. 

We must note that two of our long -time members have 

left us to return east.  Yehoshua and Dahlia Podolak  have 

moved to New Jersey.  Yehoshua served as our gabbai for 

the last few years.  In addition, the head of our steering 

committee, Eric Hecht , has moved back to New York.  

However, we have enjoyed the presence of some new mem-

bers.  Yisrael Walker  has become a significant part of our 

minyan as has David Brenner .  Nuriel Kahn , who joined a 

few months ago, has taken on a more prominent role, in-

(Continued on page 11) 

Capitol Hill Minyan News 

Capitol Hill Minyanôs Planning Council meets to dis-
cuss the summer schedule. From left clockwise: 
Miriam Friedman, Rabbi Ben Aaronson, DeAnna 
Polin, Ken Kremen, Dr. Jerry Barrish, Dr. Stephen 
Kloder, Barry Aaronson. 
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By Morris Engelson 

This concludes a series on the age of universe, al-

though there is enough material on this question to 

yield many more essays. Most involves different sug-

gestions on how to assign a specific science-based time 

interval to the six days of creation. Whatever the ap-

×ÙÖÈÊÏȮɯÏÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÖÕÓàɯÈɯɁÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÐÖÕɂɯÞÐÛÏɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

one can take issue. There is no Torah tradition for this, 

nor do we have scientific evidence. Indeed, many do 

ÛÈÒÌɯÐÚÚÜÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÚÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯɁÚÐßɯËÈàÚɂɯÈÙÌɯÚÐÔ×Óàɯ

ËÈàÚɯÈÕËɯÕÖÛÏÐÕÎɯÌÓÚÌȭɯ ÕËɯÍÜÙÛÏÌÙÔÖÙÌȮɯÛÏÌɯɁÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɂɯ

structure of the universe was very different during the 

ÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯɁÛÐÔÌɂɯÈÚɯÞÌɯÒÕÖÞɯÐÛɯËÐËɯÕÖÛɯÌßÐÚÛȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈɯ

perfectly fine approach as far as I am concerned. This 

approach, in effect, uncouples science-based time from 

Torah-based time during creation to the point where we 

cannot compare the two.*  

4ÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌÓàȮɯÚÖÔÌɯ3ÖÙÈÏɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓÐÛÐÌÚɯËÖÕɀÛɯÚÛÖ×ɯ

at this point. They go further and try to show by scien-

tific means that the universe is only 6000 years old ɬ or 

really 6000 years young. This form of scientific argu-

ment in support of Torah opens them up to counter ar-

guments with disastrous results, as I will try to demon-

strate below. 

What follows are excerpts from an article along 

these lines by a certain Rav** in a Torah publication and 

the response from an anti-Torah Jew in a secular publi-

cation. My position on this matter was stated two issues 

ÈÎÖɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ ÎÌɯÖÍɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÌɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌȯɯɁȻ(ȼɯ×ÓÌÈËɯÞÐÛÏɯ

ÖÜÙɯ3ÖÙÈÏɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÕÖÛɯÉÖÙÙÖÞɯȿÚÊÐÌÕÛÐÍÐÊɀɯÈÙÎÜÔÌÕÛÚɯ

ÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯȿàÖÜÕÎɯ$ÈÙÛÏɀɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛÌÙÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÝÈÚÛɯÔÈÑÖÙÐÛàɯÖÍɯ

whom labor on behalf of non -Jewish theologies. Torah is 

emes; ÐÛɯÏÈÚɯÕÖɯÕÌÌËɯÖÍɯÚÜÊÏɯȿÏÌÓ×ȮɀɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÖÕÓàɯÉÙÐÕÎÚɯ

embarrassment for scientists who support Torah and 

ÚÊÖÙÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯËÖɯÕÖÛȭɂ 

The Rav  explains that we must not be swayed by 

science because we have the truth from Chazal through 

Ɂruach hakodesh preserved by our mesorahȭɂɯ'ÌÕÊÌȮɯÞÏÌÕɯ

ÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯËÐÚÈÎÙÌÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ3ÖÙÈÏɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÐÌÕÛÐÚÛÚɯɁÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯ

ÔÐÚÛÈÒÌÕȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔɯÞÐÛÏɯÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÛÈÒÌÚɯɁÈÓÓɯ

ÌÝÌÕÛÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓȮɂɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ ÕËɯÍÜÙɪ

(Continued on page 7) 

 

Science and Torah: 

Age of the Universe, Part 3 

By Bayla Friedman Treiger 

Chair, Seattle Mikvah Association 

Some people have the custom to use the mikvah 

before the holidays. Erev Rosh Hoshanah, men may 

use the Mikvah any time during the day. Erev Yom 

Kippur -women may use the mikvah from 8 a.m. to 

10 a.m., and men may use the mikvah beginning at 

10:30am. There is no need for an appointment at 

these times of day.  

Due to the volume usage before a holiday, all users 

should bring their own towels. 

Women who need to use the mikvah in the eve-

ning usually are asked to make appointments at least 

24 hours in advance, but with Shabbat and Yom Tov, 

they are requested to call at least 48 hours in ad-

vance. Please remember to make arrangements for 

payment of your Holiday or Shabbos Mikvah use.  

We have a mikvah for new utensils conveniently 

located outside the mikvah facility, for use during 

daylight hours.  

The Mikvah is costly to maintain ɬ water, elec-

tricity, cleaning, general maintenance, etc. ɬ   for all 

of its many users. Tax-deductible donations may be 

made to the Seattle Mikvah Association c/o BCMH, 

5145 S. Morgan St., Seattle, WA  98118. Donations 

ÔÈàɯÈÓÚÖɯÉÌɯÓÌÍÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ,ÐÒÝÈÏɀÚɯɁÔÈÐÓÉÖßɂɯÓÖÊÈÛÌËɯ

ÕÌÈÙɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÕɀÚɯ×ÖÖÓȭɯ6ÌɯÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɯÐÕɯÈËÝÈÕÊÌɯÍÖÙɯ

much needed and appreciated support of our Mik-

vah.  

For more information regarding Mikvah Mem-

bership, please talk to Bayla Friedman Treiger, 

Tzippy Twersky, or Channon Simon.  

'ÈÓÈÊÏÐÊɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕÐÕÎɯ,ÐÒÝÈÏɯÖÙɯ3ɀÝÐÓÓÈÚɯ

Kailim may be addressed to Rabbi Kletenik  

Have a happy and healthy New Year!  

Pre-Holiday Mikvah and Keilim Mikvah Usage  
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ÛÏÌÙÔÖÙÌɯÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯɁËÌÊÖÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕɯ

and reconstruction during the Mabul ×ÌÙÐÖËȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÞÙÐÛÌÙɯ

goes on along these lines and concludes that this intro-

ËÜÊÌÚɯɁÈÕɯÐÙÙÌÊÖÕÊÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÊÖÕÍÓÐÊÛɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯ

3ÖÙÈÏȭɂɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÈÎÙÌÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈÕɯɁÐÙÙÌÊÖÕÊÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÊÖÕɪ

ÍÓÐÊÛȭɂɯ!ÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛɯÐÚɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàɯÕÖÛɯÈɯÙÌÈÚÖÕɯÞÏàɯ

the anti-Torah apikorsim would go ballistic, nor would 

they have any ammunition with which to attack this 

Rav, because so far all we have is that Torah and science 

are separate entities. However, this Rav tries to show by 

scientific means ɬ I emphasize: not through Torah but 

by scientific means ɬ how, where and why the scientists 

ÈÙÌɯɁÔÐÚÛÈÒÌÕȭɂɯ 

The secular response is strong, nasty and personal. 

And the attack is not only on the science, but also on the 

Torah.  

Ɂ!ÌÍÖÙÌɯÛÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÈÙÎÜÔÌÕÛÚȮɯÐÛɯ

seems proper to point out that not one of these argu-

ÔÌÕÛÚɯÈÙÌɯȻ1ÈÝɀÚɯɖɖȼɯÖÞÕȭɯ ÓÓɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÈÙÎÜÔÌÕÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÊÖ×ɪ

ied wholesale from the publications of Christian young 

earth creationists, such as Henry Morris, Ken Hovind 

ÈÕËɯ1ÜÚÚÌÓÓɯ'ÜÔ×ÏÙÌàȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÞÙÐÛÌÙɯÛÏÌÕɯÎÖÌÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ

the proposed scientific arguments for a young earth 

point by point. We are given a summary as to why each 

argument is wrong and provided references to literature 

for detailed analysis. Where the Rav attacks scientific 

procedure we are given a rebuttal. For instance, there is 

the matter of the level of helium in the atmosphere 

which allegedly would show a young earth if only sci-

entists would make the measurements. But scientists 

ÏÈÝÌɯÕÖÛɯËÖÕÌɯÛÏÐÚȮɯÈÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯȻ1ÈÝɯɖɖȼȮɯɁÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÛÏÌàɯ

ÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÈÊÛÜÈÓÓàɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌËɯÐÛɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯÍÖÙɯÚÜÙÌȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÙÌɪ

Ú×ÖÕÚÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÈÚÚÌÙÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯɁÍÈÓÚÌȯɯ- 2 ɯÚÊÐÌÕÛÐÚÛÚɯ

have performed enough measurements to show [the 

1ÈÝɀÚɯɖɖȼɯÈÚÚÌÙÛÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌȯɯÛÏÌɯÙÈÕÛÚɯÖÍɯÈɯÙÌÓÐɪ

ÎÐÖÜÚɯáÌÈÓÖÛɯÞÏÖɯÐÚɯÉÓÐÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÊÛÚȱɂɯ ÕËɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÍÖÓɪ

ÓÖÞÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÙÌÌɯÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÍÜÙÛÏÌÙɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎȭɯɁ3ÏÌɯÏÌɪ

lium concentration question is just one example of the 

sheer absurdity propagated by [Rav**], who follows in 

the footsteps of thoroughly debunked Christian crea-

ÛÐÖÕÐÚÛÚȭɂɯ 

That the rebuttal attacks the scientific assertions by 

the Rav is to be expected and I have no choice but to say 

it plainly that the Rav is wrong in his scientific state-

ÔÌÕÛÚȭɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÛÜÙÕɯÚÖÔÌɯ

against Torah, but it certainly makes it more difficult for 

those who argue that Torah is not anti science.  

While we can, and I have, accuse the Rav of not un-

ËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯɁÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɂɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÚȮɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯÈÓÚÖɯ

accuse the responding apikoros, and I am so accusing 

him, of not only misunderstanding Torah but of also 

hating Torah.  And having found ample grounds for 

ÚÏÖÞÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ1ÈÝɀÚɯÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÓÈÊÒÐÕÎȮɯÛÏÌɯapikoros pro-

ceeds position to write paragraphs about the alleged 

ÍÓÈÞÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÙÈÏɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓȭɯɁ ÉÚÜÙËȮɯÚÊÙÌÌËȮɯÐÕÛÌÓÓÌÊÛÜÈÓɯ

ËÐÚÏÖÕÌÚÛàȮɯÉÓÐÕËɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÙÈÏɀÚɯÐÕÌÙÙÈÕÊàȮɯÙÌÓÐɪ

ÎÐÖÜÚɯÍÈÕÈÛÐÊȮɯËÐÈÛÙÐÉÌȰɯ3ÏÌɯÛÙÜÌɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÙÚɀɯÔÐÕËÚɯÈÙÌɯÏÌÙɪ

metically closed to facts and arguments as they live in a 

strange world having little to do with reality. As is obvi-

ous to any minimally reasonable mind, the Torah is full 

of contradictions, inconsistencies, and plainly fictitious 

ÚÛÖÙÐÌÚȭɂɖɖɖɯ 

Examples follow. These alleged deficiencies in the 

Torah, implies our writer, drive the Rav to try and jus-

tify the Torah via science, because the Torah plainly can-

ÕÖÛɯÚÛÈÕËɯÖÕɯÐÛÚɯÖÞÕȭɯɯ$ÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ1ÈÝɯÚÈàÚɯɁÐÚɯÖÉÝÐɪ

ously full of [expletive], it has an appeal to Orthodox 

Jews who are looking for an allegedly scientifically 

ÉÈÚÌËɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÉÌÓÐÌÍÚȭɂɯ6ÌÓÓȮɯÛÏÐÚɯ.ÙÛÏÖËÖßɯ)ÌÞɯ

is not looking for scientific approval of Torah. If any-

thing it is to the contrary ɬ involving Torah approval of 

science.   

Hopefully I have made it clear why ɬ again quoting 

my earlier essay ɬ ɁȻ(ȼɯ×ÓÌÈËɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÜÙɯ3ÖÙÈÏɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯÛÖɯ

ÕÖÛɯÉÖÙÙÖÞɯȿÚÊÐÌÕÛÐÍÐÊɀɯÈÙÎÜÔÌÕÛÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯȿàÖÜÕÎɯ

$ÈÙÛÏɀɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛÌÙÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÝÈÚÛɯÔÈÑÖÙÐÛàɯÖÍɯÞÏÖÔɯÓÈÉÖÙɯÖÕɯ

behalf of non-Jewish theologies. Torah is emes; it has no 

ÕÌÌËɯÖÍɯÚÜÊÏɯȿÏÌÓ×ȮɀɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÖÕÓàɯÉÙÐÕÎÚɯÌÔÉÈÙÙÈÚÚÔÌÕÛɯ

for scientists who support Torah and scorn from those 

ÞÏÖɯËÖɯÕÖÛȭɂ 

 

__________________________   

* This is a much more sophisticated position than im-

plied by my summary. Possibly I will provide a 

proper explanation in a future essay.  

** Obviously, the anti -Torah writer does not use the 

honorific, Rav. He uses the name of this rabbi. But 

given that I do not identify these people by name, I 

have modified the quotes by use of [Rav].  

 *** We do not have space here to address the matter of 

ɁÐÕÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÊÐÌÚɯȻÈÕËȼɯÍÐÊÛÐÛÐÖÜÚɯÚÛÖÙÐÌÚɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÙÈÏȭɯ(ɯ

will take this up in a future essay.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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